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DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF A MAN AND A 
CITIZEN. 


AE Repreſentatives of the people of France 
formed into a National Aſſembly, conſider- 

ing that ignorance, forgetfulneſs, or contempt of 
the Rights of Men, are the ſole cauſes of public 
grievances, and of the corruption of Government, 
have reſolved to exhibit, in a ſolemn Declaration, 
the natural, unalienable, and ſacred Rights of 
Man; in order that this Declaration, ever preſent 
to all the Members of the Social Bopy, may 
inceſſantly remind them of their rights and of their 
duties; to the end that the acts of the legiſlative 
power, and thoſe of the executive power, being 
every moment compared with the end of all po- 
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litical inſtitutions, may acquire the more reſpect; 
in order alſo that the remonſtrances of the citizens, 
founded henceforward on ſimple and inconteſtible 
principles, may ever tend to maintain the Conſti- 
tution, and to promote the general good, 

For this reaſon the National Aſſembly recog- 
nizes and declares, in the preſence, and under the 
auſpices of the Supreme Being, the following 
Rights of a Man and a Citizen: 


IJ. All men are born, and remain, free and 
equal in rights: ſocial diſtinctions cannot be 


founded but on common utility. 


II. The end of all political aſſociations is the 
preſervation of the natural and impreſcriptible 
rights of man: theſe rights are liberty, property, 
ſecurity, and reſiſtance againſt oppreſſion. 


III. The principle of ſovereignty reſides eſſen- 
tially in the nation: 0 body of men, no individual, 
can exerciſe an authority that does not emanate 


expreſsly from that ſource, 


IV. Liberty conſiſts in the power of doing 
every thing except that which is hurtful to ano- 
ther: hence, the exerciſe of the natural rights of 
every man has no other bounds than thoſe that are 


neceſſary to enſure to the other members of ſociety 
the 
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the enjoyment of the ſame rights: thoſe bounds 
can be determined by the law only. 


V. The law has a right to forbid thoſe actions 
alone, that are hurtful to ſociety, Whatever is 
not forbidden by the law, cannot be hindered; and 
no perſon can be conſtrained to do that which the 
law ordaineth not. 


VT. The law is the expreſſion of the general will: 
all the citizens have a right to concur perſon- 
ally, or by their repreſentatives, to the formation 
of the law: it ought to be the ſame for all, whe- 
ther it protect, or whether it puniſh, All citizens 
being equal in the eye of the law, are equally ad- 
miſſible to dignities, places, and public offices, ac- 
cording to their capacity, and without any other 
diſtinction but that of their virtue, and their talents, 


VII. No man can be accuſed, arreſted, or de- 
tained, - except in caſes determined by the law, 
and according to the forms which the law hath 
preſcribed. Thoſe who ſolicit, diſpatch, execute, 
or cauſe to be executed, arbitrary orders, ought 
to be puniſhed; but every citizen that is ſum- 
moned or ſeized in virtue of the law, ought to 
obey inſtantly — he becomes culpable by reſiſt- 
ance, 


VIII. The law ought to eſtabliſh ſuch puniſh- 
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ments only as are ſtrictly and evidently neceſſary; 
and no perſon can be puniſhed, but in virtue of a 
law eſtabliſhed and promulgated prior to the of- 
fence, and legally applied. 


IX. Every man being preſumed innocent till 
ſuch time as he has been declared guilty, if it 
ſhall be deemed abſolutely neceſſary to arreſt a 
man, every kind of rigour employed, not neceſſary 
to ſecure his perſon, ought to be ſeverely repreſſed 


by the law. 


X. No perſon ſhall be moleſted for his opinions, 
even ſuch as are religious, provided that the ma- 
nifeſtation of thoſe opinions does not diſturb the 
public order eſtabliſhed by the law, 


XI. The free communication of thought, and 
of opinion, is one of the moſt precious rights of 
man. Every citizen, therefore, may freely ſpeak, 
write, and publiſh his ſentiments; ſubject, how- 
ever, to anſwer for the abuſe of that liberty, in 
caſes determined by the law. 


XII. The guarantee of the Rights of Man 
and Citizens involves a neceſſity of public force: 
this force is then inſtitured for the advantage of 
all, and not for the particular utility of thoſe to 
whom it is confided, 
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XIII. For the maintenance of the public force, 
and for the expences of adminiſtration, a common 
contribution is indiſpenſably neceſſary : this contri- 
bu ion ſhould be equally divided amongſt all the 
citizens, in proportion to their abilities, 


XIV. Every citizen has a right, by himſelf, or 
by his repreſentatives, to decide concerning the 
neceſſity of the public contribution; to conſent to 
it freely, to look after the employment of it; to 
determine the quantity, the diſtribution, the col- 
lection, and duration. 


XV. The Society has a right to demand from 
every public agent, an account of his admini- 
ſtration. 


, 


XVI. Every ſociety, in which the guarantee of 
rights.is not aſſured, nor the ſeparation of powers 
determined, has no Conſtitution, 


XVII. Property being a right inviolable and 
ſacred, no perſon can be deprived of it, except 
when the public neceſſity, legally aſcertained, ſhall 
evidently require it, and on condition of a juſt 
and previous indemnification, 
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The National Aſſembly, meaning to eſtabliſh 
the French Conſtitution on the principles recog- 
nized and declared above, aboliſhes irrevocably, 
the inſtitutions that injure liberty and equality of 
rights. 

There is no longer Nobility, or Peerage, or he- 
reditary Diſtinctions, or Diſtinction of Orders, or 
Feudal Syſtem, or Patrimonial Juriſdictions, or 
any of the Titles, Denominations, and Prerogatives 
derived from them, or any orders of Chivalry, 
Corporations or Decorations, for which proofs of 
nobility were required; * or which ſuppoſed diſ- 
* tinctions of birth,” or any other ſuperiority but 
that of public officers in the exerciſe of their 
functions. : 

No public office is any longer ſaleable or here- 
ditary. 

There is no longer, for any part of the nation, 
or for any individual, any privilege or exception 
to the common right of all Frenchmen. 

There is no longer Wardenſhips, or Corpora- 
tions of Profeſſions, Arts and Crafts. 

The law no longer becognizes religious vows, 
or any other engagements contrary to natural 
rights, or to the Conſtitution, 
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PART 1 


FUNDAMENTAL DISPOSITIONS GUARANTEED BY 
THE CONSTITUTION, 


The Conſtitution guarantees, as Natural and 
Civil Rights, 


1. That all citizens are admiſſible to places and 
employments without any diſtinction, but that of 
ability and virtue. 


2. That all contributions ſhall be divided equal- 
ly among all the citizens, in proportion to their 
means, 


3. That the ſame crimes ſhall be ſubject to 
the ſame puniſhments, without any diſtinction of 
perſons. 


The Conſtitution in like manner guarantees, as 
natural and civil rights, 

Liberty to all men of going, ſtaying, or depart- 
ing, without being arreſted, or detained, but 
according to the forms preſcribed by the Con- 
ſtitution; 


Liberty to all men of ſpeaking, writing, print- 
ing, and “ publiſhing their thoughts, without 
« having their writings ſubjected to any examina- 
“tion or inſpection before publication ;” and of 

exer- 
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exerciſing the religious worſhip to which they ate 


attached; ; 
Liberty to all citizens of aſſembling peaceably, 


and without arms, complying with the laws of 
police; 

Liberty of addreſſing to all conſtitutional autho- 
rities petitions individually ſigned; 

The Legiſlative Power cannot make laws that in» 
e fringe or impede the exerciſe of the natural and ei- 
vil rights recorded in this part, and guaranteed by 
ce the Conſtitution” but as liberty conſiſts only in the 
power of doing whatever neither injuries the rights 
of another, nor the public ſafety, the law may eſta- 
bliſh penalties againſt acts, which, attacking either 
the public ſafety, or the rights of others, would be 
injurious to ſociety. 

The Conſtitution guarantees the inviolability of 
property, or a juſt and previous indemnity for 
that of which public neceſſity, legally proved, 
ſhall require the ſacrifice, 

The effects deſtined to the expences of wor- 
ſhip, and ſervices of public utility, belong to 
the Nation, and are at all times at its diſ- 
poſal. | 
« The Nation preſcrves and aſſures the aliena- 
« tions which have been, and which ſhall be 
e made, according-to the forms eſtabliſhed by 
the law. 

«© The citizens have a right to elect or chuſe the 
t miniſters of their worſhip.” 

A gene- 
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A general eſtabliſhment of public ſuccours ſhall 
be created and organized, for bringing up de- 
« ſerted children,” relieving the infirm poor, 
* and providing work for the poor not infirm, 
© who cannot procure it for themſelves. 

A Public Inftrufion (hall be created and orga- 
nized, common to all citizens, gratuitous with 
regard to thoie parts of tuition indi'penſable for 
all men, and of which the eſtabliſhment ſhall be 
gradually diſtributed in a proportion combined 
with the diviſion of the kingdom. 

„National feſtivals ſhall be eſtabliſhed to pre- 
« ſerve the memory of the French Revolution, 
&« maintain fraternity among the citizens, and 
© attach them to their country and the laws.“ 

„A Code of Civil Law ſhall be framed for the 
* common uſe of the whole kingdom.“ 


PAREF MM 


OF THE DIVISION OF THE KINGDOM, AND THE 
STATE OF CITIZENS, 


IJ. The kingdom is one and indiviſible;“ 
its territory, for Adminiſtration, is diſtributed 
into eighty-three Departments, each Department 
into Diſtricts, each Diſtrict into Cantons. 


II. Thoſe are French Citizens, 
Who are born in France, of a French father 
C Who 
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Who having been born in France of a foreign 
father, have fixed their reſidence in the kingdom; 

Who having been born in a foreign country, of 
a French father, have returned to ſettle in France, 
have taken the Civic Oath; 

In fine, who having been born in a foreign 
country, being deſcended in whatever degree from 
a Frenchman or Frenchwoman, who have left 


their country from religious motives, come to 


reſide in France, and take the Civic Oath, 


III. Thoſe who being born out of the king- 
dom, of foreign parents, reſide in France, become 
French citizens after five years of continued reſi - 


dence in the kingdom; if, beſides, they have 


acquired real property, or married a French- 
woman, or formed “ an agricultural or“ com- 
mercial eſtabliſhment, and if they have taken the 


Civic Oath. 


* 


IV. The Legiſlative Power may, for important 
conſiderations, naturalize a foreigner, upon no other 
condition, than that of reſiding in France, and 
taking the Civic Oath, 


V. The Civic Oath is :—[ ſwear to be faithful 
to the Nalion, ihe Tate, and the King; and to main- 
tain, with all my power, the Conſtitution of the King- 
dem, atcreed by the Conſtituting Naticnal Aſſembly 
during the years 1789, 1790, and 1791. 

VI. The 


3 

VI. The right of French Citizenſhip is loſt, 
iſt, By naturalization in a foreign country ; 
 2dly, By being condemned to penalties which 

involve the Civic degradation, provided the perſon 
condemned be not reinſtated 

3dly, By a ſentence of contumacy, provided 
the ſentence be not annulled ; | 

4thly, By initiation into any foreign Order or 
Body h ch ſuppoſes either proofs of Nobility 
* or diſtinctions of Birth, or requires religious 
„vous.“ 


VII. © The Law conſiders marriage only as a 
Civil Contract. The Legiſlative Power will 
ce eſtabliſh for all inhabitants, without diſtinction, 
© the mode by which births, marriages, and 
„ deaths ſhall be proved; and 1t will point out 
te the public officers who ſhall receive and preſerve 
te the authentications of them.” 


VIII. French citizens regarded in the light of 
thoſe local relations which ariſe out of their aſſo- 
ciation in cities, and in certain diviſions of terri- 
tory in the country, form the Communities. 

The Legiſlative Power may fix the extent of 
boundary of each Community, 


IX. The Citizens who compoſe each Commu. 
nity, have the right of chooſing, from time to 
time, according to the forms preſcribed by the 
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law, thoſe among them who, under the name of 


Municipal Officers, are charged with the manage- 

ment of the particular affairs of the Community. 
To the Municipal Officers may be delegated 

certain functions relative to the general intereſt of 


the ſlate. 


X. The rules which the Municipal Officers 
ſhall be bound to follow in the exerciſe, both of 
the Murficipal functions, and of thoſe which ſhall 
be delegated to them for the general intereſt, ſhall 
be fixed by the laws. 


. . 


OF THE PUBLIC POWERS, 


% 
* 


I. The Sovereignty is one, indiviſible, “ ina. 
6 lienable, and impreſcriptible,” and it belongs to 
the Nation: no Section of the People, or indi- 
vidual, can arrogate the exercile of it. 


II. The Nation, from which alone flow all 
powers, cannot exerciſe them but by delegation. 

The French Conſtitution is repreſentative : the 
Repreſentatives are the Legiſlative Body and the 


King. 


III. The Legiſlative Power is delegated to a 


National Aſſembly, compoſed of temporary Re- 
preſentatives, 
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preſentatives, freely choſen by the people, to be 
exerciſed by this Aſſembly, with the ſanction of 
the King, in manner afterwards determined. 


IV. The Government is monarchical: the 
Executive Power is delegated to the King, to be 
exerciſed under his authority, by Miniſters and 
other reſponſible agents, in manner afterwards 
determined, 


V. The Judicial Power is delegated to Judges 
choſen from time to time by the people, 


——— —ñß 


CHAPTERS 


OF THE LEGISLATIVE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, 


I. The National Aſſembly, forming the Le- 
giſlative Body, is permanent, and conſiſts of one 
chamber only. 


II. It ſhall be formed by new elections, every 
two years. 

Each period of two years ſhall form one Legiſla- 
ture, 


III. „The diſpoſitions of the preceding article 


„ ſhall not take place, with reſpect to the next 
* F&giſlative Body, whoſe powers ſhall ceaſe on 
* the laſt day of April 1793.“ 


IV. The 
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IV. The renewal of the Legiſlative Body ſhall 
be matter of full right. 


V. The Legiſlative Body cannot be diſſol ved by 
the King. 


SECIIION L 


NUMBER OF REPRESENTATIVES. —BASIS OF RE-> 
PRESENTATION, 


I. The number of Repreſentatives to the Le- 
giſlative Body, ſhall be ſeven hundred and forty» 
five, on account of the eighty-three Departments 
of which the kingdom 1s compoſed ; and indepen- 
dent of thoſe that may be granted to the Colonies, 


II. The Repreſentatives ſhall be diſtributed 
among the Eighty-three Departments, according 
to the three proportions of Land, of Population, 
and the Contribution direct. 


III. Of the ſeven hundred and forty-five Re- 
preſentatives two hundred and forty-ſeven are at- 
tached to the Land,—Of theſe each Department 
ſhall nominate three, except the Department of 
Paris, which ſhall nominate only one, 


IV. Two hundred and forty-nine Repreſenta- 
tives are attributed to the population, The total 
maſs of the active population of the kingdom 
is divided into two hundred and forty-nine parts, 

and 
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and each department nominates as many of the De- 
puties as it contains parts of the population. 


Two hundred and forty- nine Repreſentatives are 
attached to the Contribution direct. The ſum total 
of the direct contribution of the kingdom, is like- 
wiſe divided into two hundred and forty-nine parts; 
and each Department nominates as many Deputies 
as it pays parts of the contribution. 


SECTION IL 
PRIMARY ASSEMBLIES—NOMINATION OF ELECTORS. 


I. In order to form a Legiſlative National Aſſem- 


bly, the Active Citizens ſhall convene, in Primary 


Aſſemblies, every two years, in the cities and 
cantons, 
“ The Primary Aſſemblies ſhall meet of full 
„right on the firſt Sunday of March, if not 
* convoked ſooner by the public officers ap- 
e pointed to do fo by the law.“ 


II. To be an Active Citizen, it is neceſſary, 

To be a Frenchman, or to haye become a 
Frenchman ; 

To have attained twenty-five years complete ; 

To have reſided in the City or the Canton from 
the time determined by the law; 

To pay in any part of the kingdom a direct con- 
tribution, at leaſt equal to the value of three days 
labour, and to produce the acquittance; 


Not 


1 16 J 


Not to be in a menial capacity, namely, that of a 
ſervant receiving wages; 

To be inſcribed in the Municipality of the place 
of his reſidence in the liſt of the National Guards; 

To have taken the Civic Oath. 


III. Every fix years the Legiſlative Body ſhall 
fix the minimum and the maximum of the value of 
a day's labour; and the Adminiſtrators of the 
Departments ſhall determine the rate for each 
Diſtrict. 


IV. None ſhall exerciſe the rights of an Active 
Citizen in more than one place, or employ another 
as his ſubſtitute, 


V. Thoſe ſhall be excluded from the rights of 
an Active Citizen who are in a ſtate of accuſation, — 
Thoſe who, after having been in a ſtate of failure, 
or bankruptcy, proved by authentic documents, 
ſhall not produce a general diſcharge from their 
Creditors, 


VI. The Primary Aſſemblies ſhall name Electors 
ia the proportion of the number of Active Citizens 
reſiding in the City or Canton; 

Thete ſnall be named one Elector to the Aſſembly, 
or not, according as there ſhall happen to be preſent 
a hundred Active Citizens; 

There ſhall be named two, when there ſhall be 

preſent 
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preſent from one hundred fifty- one to two hundred 
and fifty, and ſo on in this proportion. 

No man can be nominated an Elector, if, to the 
qualifications of an Active Citizen, he do not join 
the following; viz, © In towns of above ſix thouſand 
« ſouls, that of having property, or the uſufruct of 
„ property, valued on the Rolls of Contribution at a 
© rent equal to the local value of two hundred days 
“ labour, or of being the renter of a habitation va- 
e lued on the ſame Rolls, at a rent equal to the 
* value of one hundred and fifty days labour; 

In towns of leſs than fix thouſand ſouls, that of 
* having property, or the uſufruct of property, va- 
C Jued on the Rolls of Contribution, at a rent equal 
© to the value of a hundred and fifty days labour; 
or, being the renter of a habitation, valued on the 
„% ſame Rolls, at a rent equal to the value of a hun- 
“ dred days labour; 

And in the country, that of having property, or 
& the uſufruct of property, valued on the Rolls of 
Contribution, at a rent equal to the local value of a 
hundred and fifty days labour, or of being fermier 
4e or metayer of property, valued on the ſame Rolls, 
c at a rent equal to the value of four hundred days 
te labour. With reſpect to thoſe, who may rent and 
have the uſufruct of one part, and be renters 
« fermiers or metayers of another, their means and 
te their contribution ſhall be eſtimated in the groſs, 
* to the proportion neceſſary for eſtabliſhing their 
« eligibility,” 
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SECTION III. 


ELECTORAL ASSEMBLIES—NOMINATION OF REBPRE· 
SENTATIVES, 


I. The Electors named in each Department ſhall 
convene, in order to chuſe the number of Repre- 
ſentatives, whoſe nomination ſhall belong to their 
Department, and a number of Subſtitutes equal to 
the third of the Repreſentatives, 

© The Aſſemblies ſhall be held of full right, on 
&« the laſt Sunday of March, if they have not been 
„ before convoked by the Public Officers appoint- 
* ed todo ſo by the law,” 


IT. The Repreſentatives and Subſtitutes ſhall be 
choſen by an abſolute majority of votes; and 
* cannot be choſen but from among the AAive 
Citizens of the Department.“ 


III. All Active Citizens, whatever be their ſtate, 
profeſſion, or contribution, may be choſen Repre- 
ſentatives of the Nation, 


IV. Excepting, nevertheleſs, the Miniſters and 
other Agents of the Executive Power, holding 
their places at pleaſure; the Commiſſioners of the 
National Treaſury ; the Collectors and Receivers 


of the Direct Contributions; thoſe who ſuperintend 
the 
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the collection and management of the Indirect Con- 
tributions, . and National Domains,” and thoſe 
who, under whatever denomination, hold any em- 
ployment in the Civil or Military Houſehold of 
the King. 

« Excepting alſo the Adminiſtrators, Sub-Ad- 
* miniſtrators, Municipal Officers, and Command- 
ers of the National Guards.“ 


V. The exerciſe of the Judicial functions, 
ſhall be incompatible with the functions of a 
Repreſentative of the Nation during the whole 
duration of the Legiſlature, 

The Judges ſhall be replaced by their Sub- 
e ſtitutes, and the King ſhall provide by brevets 
* of Commiſſion for replacing his Commiſſioners 
& in the Courts of Juſtice.” 


VI. The Members of the Legiſlative Body 
may be re · elected to a ſubſequent Legiſlature, but 
not till after an interval of one Legiſlature. 


VI. The Repreſentati ves named in the De- 
partments, ſhall not be Repreſentatives of a parti- 
cular Department, but of the whole Nation; and 
no inſtructions can be given them. 
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AOLDING AND REGULATION OF THE PRIMARY AND 
ELECTORAL ASSEMBLIES. 


I. The functions of the Primary and Electoral 
Aſſemblies, are limited merely to the right of 
electing; as ſoon as the election is over, they 
ſhall ſeparate, and ſhall not meet again till they 
ſhall have been ſummoned, * unleſs in caſe of the 
& firſt article of the ſecond ſection, and the firſt ar- 
* ticle of the third ſection above.“ 


II. No Active Citizen can enter or vote in an 
Aſſembly, if he is armed. 


III. No armed force can be introduced in the 
Meeting, except at the exprels deſire of the Aſ- 
ſembly, unleſs in the caſe of actual violence, when 
the order of the Preſident ſhall be ſufficient to gall 


in the aid of the public force. 


IV. Every two years there ſhall be drawn up in 
each diſtrict, liſts, by Cantons, of the Active Ci- 
tizens, and the liſt of each Canton ſhall be pub- 
liſhed, and poſted up twa months before the meet- 
ing of the Primary Aſſembly, 

The 
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The Proteſts which may be made either againſt 
the right of Citizens, named in the liſt, or on the 
part of thoſe who ſhall affirm that they are un- 
juſtly omitted, ſhall be carried to the Tribunals, 
in order to be there decided upon ſummarily. 

The liſt ſhall ſerve to regulate the admiſſion of 
Citizens in the next Primary Aſſembly, in every 
point that ſhall not have been rectified by a ſen- 
rence pronounced before the fitting of the Aſ- 


ſembly. 


V. The Electoral Aſſemblies have the right of 
verifying the quality and powers of thoſe who 
ſhall preſent themſelves, and their deciſions ſhall 
be proviſionally executed, with a reſerve for 


the ſentence of the Legiſlative Body, at the time 


of the verification of the powers of the De- 
puties, 


VI. Inno caſe, and under no pretence what- 
ever, ſhall the King, or any Agents named by him, 
interfere in queſtions relative to the regularity 
of the Convocation, the fitting of the Aſſem- 
blies, the form of Elections, or the political 
rights of Citizens; “ without prejudice, how- 
% ever, to the functions of the King's Commiſ- 
„ ſioners in caſes determined by the Law, in 
* which queſtions relative to the Civil Rights of 
* Citizens are to be brought before the Tribu- 


&« nals.” 


SE C- 
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SECTION V, 


MEETING OF THE REPRESENTATIVES IN THE LE» 
GISLATIVE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, 


I. The Repreſentatives ſhall meet on the firſt 
Monday of May, in the place of the Sittings of 
the laſt Legiſlature, 


II. They ſhall form themſelves proviſionally 
into an Aſſembly, under the preſidence of the 
eldeſt of their number, in order to verity the 
powers of the Repreſentatives preſent. 


III. As ſoon as theſe ſhall be verified, to the 
number of three hundred and ſeventy-three Mem- 
bers, they ſhall conſtitute themſelves under the 
title of Legiſlative National Aſſembly ; they ſhall 
name a Preſident, Vice-Preſident, and Secretaries, 
and enter upon the exerciſe of their functions. 


IV. During the whole of the month of May, 
if the number of Repreſentatives preſent fall 
ſhort of three hundred and ſeventy-three, the Aſ- 
ſembly cannot perform any Legiſlative Act. 

They may iſſue an Arret, enjoining abſent Mem- 
bers to attend their functions, within fifteen days 

at 
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at fartheſt, under a penalty of 3000 livres if they 
do not produce an excuſe which ſhall be deemed 


lawful by the Aſſembly. 


V. On. the laſt day of May, whatever be 
the number of Members preſent, they ſhall con- 
ſtitute themſelves a Legiſlative National Aſſem- 


bly. 


VI. The Repreſentatives ſhall pronounce in a 
body, in the name of the French people, the Oath, 
© to live FREE er DIE!” 

They ſhall then individually take the Oath 70 
maintain, with all t heir power, the Conſtitution of the 
Kingdom, decreed by the Conſtituting National Aſſembly, 
during the years, 1789, 1790, and 1791, to propoſe 
or aſſent to nothing in the courſe of the Legiſlature, 
which may at all tend to infringe it, and to be in 
every reſpecs faithful to the Nation, the Law, and 
the King. 


VII. The Repreſentatives of the Nation are in- 
violable. They cannot be examined, criminated, 
or judged, at any time, with reſpect to what they 
may have ſaid, written, or performed, in the ex- 
erciſe of their functions of Repreſentatives, 


VIII. They may for a criminal act, be ſeized 


as guilty of a flagrant crime, or in virtue of an or- 
der 
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der of arreſt, but notice ſhall be given of it, with- 
out delay, to the Legiſlative Body, and the proſe- 
cution cannot be continued, till after the Legiſla- 
tive Body ſhall have decided that there is ground 
of Accuſation. 


CHAPTER © 


OF THE ROYALTY, THE REGENCY, AND THE 
MINISTERS. 


o 


SECIION Lb 


OF THE ROYALTY AND THE KING, 


I. The Royalty is indiviſible, and delegated 


hereditarily to the race on the Throne from male 


to male, by order of primogeniture, to the perpe- 


tual excluſion of women and their deſcendants. 


Nothing is prejudged on the effect of renunci- 


ations 1n the race on the Throne. 


II. The perſon of the King is inviolable and 


ſacred; his only title is King of the French. 


III. There 
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III. There is no authority in France ſuperior to 
that of the Law. The King reigns only by it; and 
it is only in the name of the Law that he can re- 
quire obedience, 


IV. The King, on his acceſſion to the Throne, 
or at the period of his majority, ſhall take to the 
Nation, in the preſence of the Legiſlative Body, 
the oath—** To be faithful to the Nation and the 
« Law,” to employ all the power delegated Io him, to 
maintain the Conſtitution decreed by the Conſtituting 
National Aſſembly, in the years 1789, 1790, and 1791, 
and to cauſe the laws to be executed. 

If the Legiſlative Body be not afſembled, the 
King ſhall cauſe a Proclamation to be iſſued, in 
which ſhall be expreſſed this Oath, and a promiſe 
to repeat it, as ſoon as the Legiſlative Body ſhall 
be met. 


V. If a month after the invitation of the Legiſlative 
Body, the King has not taken the oath ; or if, after 
taking it, he retracts, he ſhall be held to have abdi- 
cated the Royalty, 


VI. If the King put himſelf at the head of an 
army, and direct the forces of it againſt the Nation, 
or if he do not oppoſe, by a formal act, any ſuch 


E enter- 
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enterprize undertaken in his name, he ſhall be held 
to have abdicated. 


VII. If the King having gone out of the king- 
dom, do not return to it, after an invitation 
by the Legiſlative Body, within the ſpace which 
ſhall be fixed by the proclamation, © and which 
© cannot be leſs than two months,” he ſhall be 
held to have abdicated the Royalty. 

* This ſpace of time ſhall be counted from 
e the day in which the Proclamation ſhall have been 
** publiſhed, in the place of the ſittings of the Le- 
* giſlative Body, The Miniſters ſhall be charged, 
under their reſpopſibility, to do all the Acts 
© of the Executive Power, the exerciſe of which 
* ſhall be ſuſpended in the hands of the abſent 


„King.“ 


VIII. After Abdication, expreſs or legal, the King 
ſhall be in the claſs of Citizens, and may be accuſed 
and tried like them, for acts poſterior to his Abdi- 
cation. 


IX. The particular effects which the King poſ- 
ſeſſes at his acceſſion to the Throne, are irrevocably 
united to the domain of the Nation; he has the 
diſpoſition of thoſe which he acquires on his own 

private 
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private account; if he has not diſpoſed of them, 
they are in like manner united, at the end of his 
reign. 


X. The Nation makes proviſion for the ſplen- 
dour of the Throne by a Civil Liſt, of which the 
Legiſlative Body ſhall fix the ſum at the com- 
mencement of each reign, for the whole duration of 
that reign. 


XI. The King ſhall appoint an Adminiſtrator 
of the Civil Liſt. who ſhall inſtitute civil ſuits in 
the name of the King, and againſt whom ſhall all 
proſecutions for debts, due by the Civil Liſt, be 
brought, and judgments given. 

% Judgments obtaiged by the creditors of the 
“Civil Liſt, ſhall be executable againſt the Ad- 
<© miniſtrator perſonally, and his property.” 


XII. © The King, independent of the Guard of 
4 Honour provided for him by the Citizens, Na- 
e tional Guards of the place of his reſidence, ſhall 
« have a Guard paid from the Funds of the Civil 
« Liſt, —It cannot exceed the number of twelve 
© hundred infantry, and fix hundred cavalry; the 
© ranks and the rules of promotion in it ſhall be 
* the ſame as in the Troops of the Line. 


E 2 ©« Thoſe 
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„ Thoſe who ſhall compoſe the Guard of the 


King ſhall go through all the ranks excluſively 


in their own corps, and cannot obtain any rank 
ce in the Troops of the Line: the King cannot 


s chuſe the men of his Guard but from among 


de thoſe who are actually in ſervice in the Troops 
« of the Line, or from among the Citizens who 


c have ſcrved a year in the National Guard, pro- 


« vided they be reſident in the kingdom, and 
% have previouſly taken the Civic Oath. The 
„Guard of the King cannot be commanded or 
e called out on any other public ſervice.” 


SECTION UH. 


OF THE REGENCY, 


I. The King is a Minor till the age of eighteen 
complete; and during his minority there ſhall be a 


Regent of the kingdom. 


IT. The Regency belongs to the relation of the 
King, next in degree according to the order of 
ſucceſſion to the Throne, who has attained the 
age of twenty-five; provided he be a Frenchman, 
reſident in the kingdom, and not Preſumptive 
Heir to any other Crown, and have previouſly 
taken the Civic Oath. 


Women 


1 


Women are excluded from the Regency. 


III. „If a Minor King have no relations unit- 
« ing the qualities above expreſſed, the Regent of 
e the kingdom ſhall be choſen in the manner pre- 
& ſcribed in the following Articles.“ 


IV. © The Legiſlative Body cannot elect the 
„Regent.“ 


V. The Electors of each Diſtrict ſhall meet 
6 in the Chief Town of the Diſtrict, after a Pro- 
& clamation which ſhall be made in the firſt week 
& of the new Reign by the Legiſlative Body, if it is 
« ſitting; and if it is not ſitting, the Miniſter of 
& Juſtice ſhall be bound to make this Proclama- 
t tion in the ſame week.“ 


VI. © The Electors ſhall nominate in each 
4 Diftrift, by individual ſcrutiny, and the abſo- 
© lute plurality of ſuffrages, a Citizen eligible 
and reſident in the Diſtrict, to whom they ſhall 
« give, by the Minute of Election, a ſpecial 
ce mandate, limited to the ſole function of elect- 
„ ing a Citizen, whom he ſhall judge in his 
e ſoul and in his conſcience the moſt worthy to be 
Regent of the kingdom.” 


VII. „The Mandatary Citizens nominated in 
* the Diſtricts ſhall be bound to aſſemble in the 
«city 
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city where the Legiſlative Body ſhall hold it's 
&« ſitting, on the fortieth day at the lateſt from 
„the Minor King's acceſſion to the Throne, and 
they ſhall there form an Electoral Aſſembly, 
* which ſhall proceed to the nomination of the 
Regent.“ 


VIII. © The Election of the Regent ſhall be 
* made by individual ſcrutiny, and the abſolute 
plurality of ſuffrages.“ 


IX. The Electoral Aſſembly can attend to 
* no buſineſs but that of the Election, and ſhall 
* ſeparate as ſoon as it is terminated, Every other 
& Act which it ſhall attempt to perform is de- 
* clared unconſtitutional and null.“ 


X. The Electoral Aſſembly ſhall preſent by 
* its Preſident the Minute of Election to the Le- 
« giflative Body, who, after verifying the regula- 
© rity of the Election, ſhall cauſe it to be pub- 
* liſhed throughout the kingdom by a_Procla- 
„mation.“ 


XI. The Regent exerciſes, till the King's ma- 
jority, all the functions of Royalty, and is not 
perſonally reſponſible for the acts of his Admini- 
ſtration. 


XII. The Regent cannot begin the exerciſe of 
his 
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his functions till after taking to the Nation, in the 
preſence of the Legiſlative Body, an oath, ** To be 
« faithful to the Nation, the Law, and the King; to 
employ all the power delegated to the King, and of 
which the exerciſe is confided to him during the mino- 
rity of the King, to maintain the Conſtitution decreed 
by the Conſtituting National Aſſembly in the years 1789, 
1790, and 1791, and to cauſe the Laws to be executed. 

If the Legiſlative Body is not aſſembled, the 
Regent ſhall cauſe a Proclamation to be iſſued, in 
which ſhall be expreſſed this oath, and a promiſe 
to repeat it as ſoon as the Legiſlative Body ſhall 
be aſſembled. 


XIII. As long as the Regent is not entered on 
the exerciſe of his functions, the ſanction of laws 
remains ſuſpended; the · Miniſters continue to per- 
form, under their reſponſibility, all the acts of 
the Executive Power. 


XIV. As ſoon as the Regent ſhall take the 
oath, the Legiſlative Body ſhall fix his allowance, 
which ſhall not be altered during his Regency. 


XV. © If on account of the minority of the 
© relation called to the Regency, it ſhall be given 
by election, or devolved to a relation more diſ- 
„tant, the Regent, who ſhall have entered on 


© the exerciſe of his functions, ſhall continue 


them till the King's majority.“ 
XVI. The 
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XVI. The Regency of the kingdom confers 
no right over the perſon of the Minor King, 


XVII. The care of the Minor King ſhall be 
confined to his Mother; and it he has no Mother, 
or if ſhe be married again, at the time of her Son's 
acceſſion to the Throne, or if ſhe marry again du- 
ring the minority, the care of him ſhall be dele- 
gated by the Legiſlative Body. 

For the care of the Minor King, neither the Re- 
gent, nor his deſcendants, nor a woman can be 


choſen. 


XVIII. In cafe of the King's mental incapa- 
city notoriouſly admitted, legally proved, and de- 
clared by the Legiſlative Body, after three ſucceſ- 
ſive deliberations held monthly, there ſhall be a 
Regency, as long as ſuch incapacity continues, 


EET A 10 KN. ML, 


OF THE ROYAL FAMILY. 


1. The Preſumptive Heir ſhall bear the name 
of Prince Royal, 

He cannot go out of the kingdom, without a 
decree of the Legiſlative * and the King's 
conſent; 

If he is gone out of it, and © after attaining 


** the age of eighteen,” he do not return to the 
kingdom, 


E 
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kingdom, on being required to do ſo by a Pro- 
clamation of the Legiſlative Body, he is held 
to have abdicated the right of Succeſſion to the 
Throne, 


IT. If the Preſumptive Heir is a minor, the 
relation, of full age, and next in order to the Re- 
gency, is bound to reſide within the kingdom: 

In caſe of his going out of it, and not returning 
on the requiſition of the Legiſlative Body, he 
ſhall be held to have abdicated his right to the 
Regency. 


III. The Mother of the Minor King, having 
the care of him, or the Guardian Elect, if they go 
out of the kingdom, forfeit their charge : 

If the Mother of the Preſumptive Heir, a minor, 
go out of the kingdom, ſhe cannot, even after 
her return, have the care of her Minor Son be- 
come King, but by a Decree of the Legiſlative 
Body. 


IV. A law ſhall be made to regulate the edu- 
cation of the Minor King, and that of the Minor 


Heir Preſumptive. 


V. The Members of the family of the King, 
te called to the eventual ſucceſſion to the throne, 
enjoy the rights of Active Citizens, but they 
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are eligible to no places, employments, or 
functions which are in the nomination of the 
People. 


« Excepting the Departments of the Mini- 
« ſtry, they may obtain the places which are in 
«© the nomination of the King; nevertheleſs they 
cannot be Commanders in Chief of any army 
« by Land or Sea, or execute the functions of 
4 Ambaſſadors, but with the conſent of the Le- 
« giſlative . — on the „ e of 


ze the King.“ 


VI. © The Members of, the King's Family 
« called to the evefitual ſucceſſion of the throne, 
& ſhall add the denomination of French Prince to 


e the name which ſhall be given them in the Civil 


* Act proving their birth, and this name can 
* neither be patronymic, nor formed of any of 
e the 6 6 ng aboliſhed by the preſent Con- 
6 ſtitution,” 


VII. © The denomination of Prince, cannot 
* be given to any individual, and ſhall not carry 
© with it any privilege or exception to the com- 
* mon right of all French Citizens.” 


IX. The Acts by which ſhall be legally aſ- 
oy * certained the births, marriages and deaths of 
French 
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French Princes, ſhall be preſented to the Legiſ- 
< jative Body, which ſhall order them to be de- 
poſited in its Archives.“ 


VIII. No real apanage (in land) ſhall be granted 
to the Members of the Royal Family. 

The Younger Sons of the King ſhall receive, at 
the age of twenty-five, or on their marriage, an 
annuity, the amount of which ſhall be fixed by 
the Legiſlative Body, and which ſhall terminate 
with the extinction of their male heirs. 


SECTION Iv. 


OF MINISTERS, 


1. To the King alone belongs the choice and 
diſmiſſion of Miniſters. 


II. © The Members of the preſent National 
* Aſſembly, and of the ſubſequent Legiſlatures s 
ee the Members of the Tribunal of Appeal, and 
* thoſe who ſhall be of the High Jury, cannot 
ebe advanced to the Miniftry, cannot receive 
* any place, gift, penſion, allowance, or commiſ- 
* fjon of the Executive Power, or its Agents, 
during the continuance of their functions, or 
„during two years after ceaftng to exerciſe them; 
„the ſame ſhall be obſerved reſpecting thoſe, who 
« ſhall only be inſcribed on the Lift of High Ju- 
* rors, as long as their inſcription ſhall continue.” 
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III. No man can enter upon the exerciſe of any 
te employment, either in the offices of the Miniſtry, 
&* or in thoſe of the Adminiſtrations of Public Reve- 
&* nues, and in general of any employment in the 
© nomination of the Executive Power, withqut 
* taking the Civic Oath, or proving that he has 
taken it.“ 


IV. No order of the King can be executed, if it 
be not ſigned by him, and counterſigned by the 
Miniſter, or Comptroller of the Department. 


V. The Miniſters are reſponſible for all the, 
offences committed by them againſt the national 
ſafety and the Conſtitution ; 

For every attack on Individual Property and 


| liberty $ 


For every abuſe of the Money allotted for the 
Expences of their Department. 


VI. In no caſe can the written or verbal Order 
of a King ſhelter a Miniſter from reſponſibility. 


VII. The Miniſters are bound to preſent every 
year to the Legiſlative Body, at the opening of the 
Seſſion, the amount of the Expences of their Depart- 
ment; to give an account of the employment of the 
ſums deſtined for that purpoſe, and to point out the 
abuſes which may have crept into the different parts 


of the Government, 
No 
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VIII. No Minifter, in or out of place, can be cri- 
minally proſecuted for any tranſaction of his Admi- 


niſtration, without a Decree of the Legiſlative Body. 


CHAPTER III. 


OF THE EXERCISE OF THE LEGISLATIVE POWER, 


— — ́—uzœç?rfr—  _ 
SECTION 1. 


POWERS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE LEGISLATIVE 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. 


I, The Conſtitution delegates excluſively to the 
Legiſlative Body, the powers and functions fol- 
lowing : 

1. To propoſe and decree laws—The King can 
only invite the Legiſlative Body to take an object 
into conſideration ; 

2, To fix the Public Expences; 

3. To eſtabliſh the Public Contributions, to de- 
termine the nature of them, the amount of each 
ſort, the duration, and the mode of collection; 

4. To make the diſtribution of them among the 
ſeveral Departments of the kingdom, to watch 
over the application of all the public Revenues, 


and to demand an account of them: 
* 
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g. To decree the creation or ſuppreſſion of pub- 
lic offices; 

6. To determine the quality, the impreſſion, and 
the denomination of money 

7. To permit or prohibit the introduction of Fo- 
reign Troops into the French territories, and of 
Foreign Naval Forces into the ports of the king- 
dom 3 

8. To vote annually, on the King's propoh- 
tion, the number of men and ſhips of which the 
ſea and land forces ſhall be compoled; the pay 
and the number of each rank; the rules of admiſ- 
fion and promotion z the forms of enrollment and 
diſcharge; the formation of naval equipments; 
the admiſſion of foreign troops, or naval forces 
into the French ſervice, and the penſions to troops 
on beivg diſbanded ; 

9. To regulate the adminiſtration and the alie- 
nation of the National Domains; 

10. To proſecute before the High National 
Court, the Miniſters and principal Agents of the 
Executive Power, on their reſponſibility z 

To accuſe and proſecute, before the ſame Court, 
thoſe who ſhall be charged with any offence or con- 
ſpiracy againſt the general ſafety of the State or 
the Conſtitution, 

11. Tocltabliſh the rules according to which 
marks of honour or decorations, merely perſonal, 
ſhall be granted to thoſe who have done ſervice to 


the State. 
12. The 
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12. The Legiſlative Body has the ſole right 
of decreeing poſthumous honours to the memory 
of great men. 


II. War cannot be reſglved on but by a De- 
eree of the National Aſſembly, paſſed on the formal 
and neceſſary propoſition of the King, and ſane- 
tioned by him. 

In caſe of hoſtilities, imminent or commenced, 
of an Ally to be ſupported, or a right to be main- 
tained by force of arms, the King ſhall give noti- 
fication without delay to the Legiſlative Body, 
with an explanation of the reaſons. 

If the Legiſlative Body be not ſitting, the King 
ſhall immediately convoke it. | 

If the Legiſlative Body decide that war ought 
not to be made, the King ſhall inſtantly take mea- 
fures to prevent, or put a ſtop to hoſtilities, the 
Miniſters being reſponſible for all delays, 

If the Legiſlative Body find that the hoſtilities. 
commenced are a culpabie aggrefſion on the pare 
of Miniſters, or any other Agent of the Executive 
Power, the author of the aggreſſion ſhall be proſe- 
cuted criminally. | 

During the whole courſe of war, the Legiſ- 
lative Body may require the King to negociate 
Peace; and the King is bound to yield to this re- 
quiſition. 

On the immediate concluſion of war, the Le- 
giſlative Body ſhall fix the time within which the 

troops, 
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troops, levied above the Peace Eſtabliſhment, ſhall 
be diicharged, and the army reduced to its ordinary 
eſtabliſhment. 3 


III. It belongs to the Legiſlative Body to ratify 
Treaties of Peace, Alliance, and Commerce; and 
no treaty ſhall have effect, but by this ratifi- 


cation. 


IV. The Legiſlative Body has the right of de- 
termining the place of its ſittings; of continuing 
them as long as it ſhall think neceſſary, and of 
adjourning: at the commencement of each reign, 
if it is not fitting, ir ſhall be bound to meet with- 
out delay: : 

It has the right of police in the place of its ſit- 
ting, and to ſuch extent around it as ſhall be de- 
termined : 

It has the right of diſcipline over its Members; 
but it can pronounce no heavier puniſhment than 
cenſure, arreſt for eight days, or impriſonment 
for three : 

It has the right of diſpoſing, for its ſecurity, 
and the maintaining of the reſpect that is due to 
it, of the forces which ſhall be eſtabliſhed by its. 
conſent, in the city where it ſhall hold its ſit- 


tings. 


V. The Executive Power cannot march, or 


quarter, or ſtation, any troops of the line, within 
thirty 


8 
f 


mittee: 


Ta 


thirty thouſand toiſes of the Legiſlative Body, ex- 


cept on the requiſition, or by the authority of 
that Body. 


SECTION u. 


HOLDING OF THE SITTINGS AND FORM OF DELIBEs 
RATING, 


I. The deliberations of the Legiſlative Body 
ſhall be public, and the minutes of the ſittings ſhall 
be printed, 


II. The Legiſlative Body may, however, on 
any occaſion, form itſelf into a General Com- 

Fifty Members ſhall have a right to demand 
it: 

During the continuance of the General Com- 
mittee, the Aſſiſtants ſhall retire, the Chair of the 
Preſident ſhall be vacant ; order ſhall be maintained 
by the Vice-preſident : 

A Decree cannot be paſſed, except in a public 
ſitting. | 


III. No Ligiſlative Act can be debated and 
decreed, but in the following form: | 
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IV. The plan of a Decree ſhall be read thrice, 
at three intervals, the ſhorteſt of which cannot 


be leſs than eight days; 


V. The diſcuſſion ſhall be open after every read- 
ing; nevertheleſs, after the firſt or ſecond reading, 
the Legiſlative Body may declare that there is 
reaſon for adjournment, or that there is no room for 
deliberation—in this laſt caſe the plan of the 
Decree may be introduced again in the ſame 


Seſſion. 


VI. After the third reading, the Preſident ſhall 
be bound to propoſe to their deliberation ; and the 
Legiſlative Body ſhall decide, whether they are 
qualified to paſs a definitive Decree, or would rather 
chuſe to poſtpone their deciſion to another time, 
to collect more ample information on the ſubject. 


VII. The Legiſlative Body cannot deliberate, 
if the fitting do not conſiſt of at leaſt two hun- 
dred Members; and no Decree ſhall be made, ex- 
cept by the abſolute majority of votes. 


VIII. No plan of a law which, after having 
been ſubmitted to diſcuſſion, ſhall have been re- 
jected after the third reading, can again be intro- 
duced the ſame ſeſſion. 


IX, The 
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IX. The preamble of every Definitive Decree, 
Mall announce, iſt, The dates of thoſe three ſit- 
tings, at which the plan of the Decree was read; 
2d, The Decree by which it ſhall have been ap- 
pointed after the third reading to decide defigi- 
tively. 


X. The King ſhall refuſe his ſanction to Decrees, 
whoſe preamble ſhall not atteſt the obſervance of 
the above forms; if any of thoſe Decrees be ſanc- 
tioned, the Miniſters can neither pur to it the ſeal, 
nor promulgate it, and their reſponſibility in this 
reſpect ſhall continue ſix years. 


XI. Excepting from theſe regulations, Decrees 
recognized, and declared urgent by a previous de- 
liberation of the Legiſlative Body; but they may 
be modified, or revoked, in the courſe of the ſame 

ſeſſion. 


XII. © The Decree by which the matter ſhall 
ce be declared urgent, ſhall ſtate the reaſons; and 
* mention ſhall be made of this previous Decree 
« in the preamble of the Definitive Decree.” 


SECTION III. 
OF THE ROYAL SANCTION. 


I. The Decrees of the Legiſlative Body are pre- 
ſented to the King, who may refuſe them his 


conſent, 
| G 2 II. In 
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II. In caſe of a refuſal of the Royal conſent, that 


refuſal is only ſuſpenſive. When the two following 
Legiſlatures ſhall ſucceſſively preſent the ſame De- 
cree in the ſame terms on which it was originally 
conceived, the King ſhall be deemed to have given 
his ſanction, 


III. The aſſent of the King is expreſſed to each 
Decree, by the following formula, ſigned by the 
King—The King conſents, and will cauſe it to be ex- 


ecuted. | 
The ſuſpenſive refuſal of the King is thus ex- 


preſſed —The King will examine, 


IV. The King is bound to expreſs his conſent or 
refuſal to each Decree, within two months after its 
preſentation, 


V. No Decree to which the King has refuſed 
his conſent, can be again preſented to him by the 
ſame Legiſlature. 


VI. The Decrees ſanftioned by the King, and 
thoſe which have been preſented to him by three 
ſucceſſive Legiſlatures, bear the name and title of 
Laws, 


VII. Thoſe acts of the Legiſlative Body ſhall 
never- 
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nevertheleſs be executed as laws, without being ſub- 
ject to ſanction, which relate to its Conſtitution, as 
a deliberating Aſſembly; | 

Its interior Police; “ and what it may exerciſe 
* in the external circuit which ſhall be deter- 
% mined ;” 

The verification of the powers of the Members 
preſent; 

The Injunctions to abſent Members; 


The Convocation of the Primary Aſſemblies 
in delay; 


The exerciſe of the conſtitutional police on the 
on the Adminiſtrators “and Municipal Officers.“ 

Queſtions of eligibility, or the validity of 
elections 3 | 

Acts relative to the reſponſibility of Miniſters, 
and all Decrees importing that there is ground of 
accuſation, are alſo exempted from ſanction. 


VIII. © The Decrees of the Legiſlative Body, re- 
* ſpecting the promulgation, and the collection of 
e the public contributions, ſhall bear the name 
and title of law; they ſhall be promulgated and 
«* executed without being ſubject to ſanction, except 
<« with regard to thoſe regulations which ſhall eſta- 
« bliſh any penalties but fines; theſe Decrees cannot 
* be paſſed, without obſerving the formalities pre- 
* ſcribed by Articles V. VI. VII. VIII. and IX. 
* of Sect, II. of this Chapter; and the Legiſla- 

tive 
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© tive Body cannot inſert any diſpoſition foreign 
<< to the ſubject of them.” 


SECTION IV. 


CONNEXION OF THE LEGISLATIVE BODY WITH 
THE KING, 


I. When the Legiſlative Body is definitively con- 
ſtituted, it ſhall ſend a Deputation to inform the 
King. The King may every year open the Seſſion, 
and propoſe the objects, which, during its continu- 
ance, he thinks ought to be taken into conſider- 
ation: this form, however, is not to be conſidered 
as neceſſary to the activity of the Legiſlative Body. 


II. When the Legiſlative Body wiſhes to adjourn 
longer than fifteen days, it is bound to inform the 
King, by a Deputation, at leaſt eight days previous 
to the adjournment. 


III. Eight days, at leaſt, before the end of each 
Seſſion, the Legiſlative Body ſhall ſend a Depu- 
tation to the King, to announce to him the day 
on which it propoſes to terminate its ſittings ; the 
King may come to cloſethe ſeſſion. 


IV. If the King find it of importance to the 
welfare of the State, that the ſeſſion be continued, 


or that the adjournment be put off, or take place 
for 
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for a ſhorter. time, he may ſend a meſſage to this 
effect, on which the Legiſlative Body is bound to 
deliberate. 


V. The King ſhall convoke the Legiſlative Body 
during the interval of its ſeſſions, as often as the 
intereſt of the State ſhall appear to him to require 
it, as well as in thoſe caſes which the Legiſlative 
Body ſhall have foreſeen and determined previous 
to their adjournment. 


VI. Whenever the King ſhall viſit the place of 
meeting of the Legiſlative Body, he ſhall be re- 
ceived, and conducted back by a Deputation; he 
cannot be accompanied into the inner part of the 
Hall by any, except“ the Prince Royal,” and his 
Miniſters, | 


VII. The Preſident can in no caſe form part of a 
Deputation. 


VIII. The Legiſlative Body ſhall ceaſe to be a 
Deliberating Body, whilſt the King ſhall be pre- 
ſeat. 


IX. The acts of correſpondence of the King 


with the Legiſlative Body, ſhall be always counter- 
ſigned by a Miniſter, 


X. The 


- 
_ — — —— = * 
—— — n—_ + * - - . - — i — 
—— — * — _ 4 — — 2 8 
** * . 4 
—— E — : — — 


— — 


— 


3 wo, |-- — 
U N p _ 
,. "EST 


— 0 
28 m_ 38 


„ — 
— Kc = 


— * 


1 


. —— — . U— — 


— er — = 
c 


a [ 48 } 


X. The Miniſters of the King ſhall have admiſ- 
ſion into the Legiſlative National Aſſembly they 
ſhall have a particular place; they ſhall be heard 
as often as they ſhall demand a hearing on all ſub- 
jects which relate to their Adminiſtration, and as 
often as they ſhall be required to give explanations, 
They ſhall likewiſe be heard on ſibje&ts which 
« Jo not relate to their Adminiſtration, when the 
ce National Aſſembly ſhall grant them leave to 
* ſpeak.” 


— —— 
5. 


CHAPTER N. 


OF THE EXERCISE OF THE EXECUTIVE POWER, 


I. The Supreme Executive Power reſides ex- 
cluſively in the hands of the King : 

The King is the Supreme Head of the general 
adminiſtration of the kingdom ; the care of watch- 
ing over the maintenance of publick order and 
tranquillity 1s entruſted to him : 

The King is the Supreme Head of the land and 
ſea forces: 

To the King is delegated the care of watching 
over the external ſecurity of the kingdom, and of 
maintaining 1ts rights and poſſeſſions, 


II. The King names Ambaſſadors, and the 


other Agents of Political Negociations ; 
He 


he 


le 


1 


He beſtows the command of armies and fleets, 
and the ranks of Marſhal of France and Admiral: 

He names two-thirds of the Rear-admirals, one 
half of the Lieutenant-generals, Camp-marſhals, 
Captains of ſhips, and Colonels of the National 
Gendarmerie: 

He names a third of the Colonels and. Lieute- 
nant=colonels, and a ſixth of the Lieutenants of 
ſhips : 

The whole in conformity to the laws with reſpe& 
to promotion : | 

He appoints in the Civil Adminiſtration of the 
Marine, the Directors, the Comptrollers, the 
Treaſurers of the Arſenals, the Maſters of the 
Works, the Under Maſters of Civil Buildings, 
half of the Maſters of Adminiſtration, and of the 
Under Miſters of Conſtruction. 

He appoints the Commiſſaries of the Tribunals; 

He appoints the Superintendants in Chief of the 
management of Contributions Indirect, “ and the 
« Adminiſtration of National Domains:“ 

He ſuperintends the Coinage of Money, and ap- 
points the Officers entruſted with this ſuperinten- 
dance in the General Commiſſion and the Mints: 

The effigy of the King is ſtruck on all the coin- 
age of the kingdom, 


III. The King orders Letters Patent, Brevets, 
and Commiſſions to be delivered to all the public 
Officers that ought to receive them, 

H IV. The 
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IV. The King orders a liſt of penſions and gra- 
tifications to be made out for the purpoſe of being 
preſented to the Legiſlative Body each ſeſſion, 
and decreed, if there is reaſon.” 


SECTTION © 


OF THE PROMULCATION OF LAWS, 


I. The Executive Power is entruſted with or- 
dering the Seal of State to be put to Laws, and 
cauſing them to be promulgated. It is alſo 
charged with cauſing thoſe laws of the Legiſlative 
Body which are exempted from the Royal Sanction, 
to be publiſhed and executed, 


II. Two copies of each Law ſhall be made, 
both ſigned by the King, counterſigned by the 
Miniſter of Juſtice, and ſealed with the Seal of 
State : | 

The one ſhall be depoſited in the archives of the 
Seal, and the other ſhall be ſent to the archives of 
the Legiſlative Body, 


III. The Promulgation of Laws ſhall be in 
theſe terms: 

N. (the King's name) by the Grace of God, and 
the Conſtitutional Lawof the State, King of the French, 
to all preſent and to come, greeting. The National A. 


ſembly has decreed, and we will and ordain as follows : 
| Here 
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Here. a literal copy of the Decree ſhall be in- 
ſerted without any variation. ] 

We command and ordain all Adminiflrative Bo- 
dies and Courts of Juſtice, to cauſe theſe preſents to be 
tranſcribed on their regiſters, read, publiſhed, and 
poſted up in their departments, and reſpective places of 
reſort, and executed as a law of the realm; in witneſs 
of which we have figned theſe preſents, to which we 
have cauſed the ſ:al of the State to be put. 


IV. If the King is a minor, laws, proclamations, 
and other acts proceeding from the Royal autho- 
rity during the Regency, ſhall be conceived in 
theſe terms : 

N. (the name of the Regent) Regent of the king- 
dom, in the name of N. (the king's name) by the 
grace of God, and the Conſtitutional Law of the State, 
King of the French, &. &c. 


V. The Executive Power is bound to ſend the 
Laws to the Adminiſtrative Bodies and Courts of 
Juſtice, to ſee that they are ſo ſent, and to anſwer 
for it to the Legiſlative Body. 


VI. The Executive Power cannot make any 
law, not even proviſional, but merely proclama- 
tions, conformable to the laws, to ordain or recal 
the execution of them, 


H 2 SE C- 
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SECTION IL 
OF THE INTERNAL ADMINISTRATION. 


I. There is in each department a Superior Ad- 
miniſtration, and in each diſtrict a Subordinate 
Adminiſtration, 


II. The Adminiſtrators have no character of 
repreſcniation, 

They are Agents choſen for a time by the people, 
to exerciſe, under their ſuperintendance and the 
authority of the law, the adminiſtrative functions. 


* 


III. They can aſſume no authority in leg ſlative 
or judicial proceedings. or over military diſpoſi- 
tions and operations. 


IV. © The Adminiſtrators are fpecially charged 
with diſtributing the contributions direct, and 
« with ſuperintending the money arifing from the 
„contributions, and the public revenues in their 
ie territory.” 

It belongs to the Legiſlative Power to determine 
the extent and the rules and the mode of their 
functions, * both with reſpect to the objects above 
« expreſſed, and with reſpect to all the other parts 
6 of internal adminiſtration.” 


VI. The 
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V. The King has the right of annulling ſuch 
Acts of the Adminiſtrators of Department, as are 
contrary to the law, or the orders tranſmitted to 
them. 

He may, in caſe of obſtinate diſobedience, or of 
their endangering, by their acts, the ſafety or 
peace of the public, ſuſpend them from their 
functions. 


VI. The Adminiſtrators of Department have 
alſo the right of annulling the Acts of Sub- Admi- 
niſtrators of Diſtrift, contrary to the laws or the 
reſolution of Adminiſtrators of Department, or to 
the orders which the latter ſhall have given or tranſ- 
mitted, They may likewiſe, in caſe of obſtinate 
diſobedience on the part of the Sub- Adminiſtrators, 
or if the latter endanger, by their acts, the public 
ſafety or tranquillity, ſuſpend them from their 
functions, with the reſerve of informing the King, 
who may remove or confirm the ſuſpenſion. 


VII. The King, if the Adminiſtrators of De- 
partment ſhall not uſe the power which is dele- 
gated to them in the Article above, may directly 
annul the Acts of Sub-Adminiſtrators, and ſuſ- 
pend them in the ſame caſes. 


VIII. Whenever the King ſhall pronounce or 


confirm the 9 of Adminiſtrators, or Sub- 
Admi- 
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Adminiſtrators, he ſhall inform the Legiſlative 
Body. 

This Body may either remove or confirm the 
ſuſpenſion, or even diſſolve the culpahle Admi- 
niſtration; and, if there is ground, remit all the 
Adminiſtrators, or ſome of them to the Criminal 
Tribunals, or enforce againſt them the Decree of 


Accuſation. 


SEC :T 3 ON: 


OF EXTERNAL CONNECTIONS, 


I. The King alone can interfere in Foreign Po- 
litical Connections, conduct negotiations, make 
preparations of War proportioned to thoſe of the 
neighbouring States, diſtribute the Land and Sea 
Forces as he thall judge moſt ſuitable, and regulate 
their direction in caſe of war, 


II. Every Declaration of War ſhall be made in 
_theſe terms: Hy tbe King of the French in the Name 
of the Nation. 


III. It belongs to the King to reſolve and fign 
with all Foreign Powers all Treaties of Peace, Al- 
liance, and Commerce, and other Conventions, 


which he ſhall judge neceſſary for the welfare of 


the State, with a reſerve for the ratification of the 
Legiſlative Body. 
CHAP- 
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CHAP TYES” 


OF THE JUDICIAL POWER, 


I. The Judicial Power can in no caſe be exer- 
eiſed either by the Legiſlative Body or the King. 


II, Juſtice ſhall be gratuitouſly rendered by 
Judges choſen from time to time by the People, 
and inſtituted by Letters Patent of the King, who 
cannot refuſe them, They cannot be depoſed, 
except from a forfeiture duly judged, or ſuſpended, 
except from an accuſation admitted, | 


„The public accuſer ſhall be nominated by the 


% people.” 


- 


HI. The Tribunals cannot either interfere in the 
exerciſe of the Legiſlative Power, or ſuſpend the 
execution of the laws, or undertake the admi- 
niſtrative functions, or cite before them the admi- 
niſtrators on account of their functions. 


IV. The Citizens cannot be withdrawn from the 
Judges whom the Law aſſigns to them by any com- 
miſſion, or by any other attributions or evocations 
than thoſe which are de.ermined by the Laws, 


V. „The right of Citizens to terminate diſ- 


e putes. definitively by arbitration, cannot receive 
| * any 


=> 


— 


— ————— — — 


TL * "We 
* . » 


_ 2 
— —ä—j—ꝛf. —zĩ— — — ooo ata 


K " * 2 8 N 
- = AY * 
— —˙·1.-A  . — 


— —— —— ö — — — OG 


— — 
_ + TICS S _ — - 
4 8 — FN. es et —_— OO tn — - 


= 


"— 


8 
. 


1 
| | 
: 


r ͤ— — ũd⅛ʒ — — — 1 
* — 


161 
& any infringement from the Acts of the Legiſla - 


« tive Power.“ 
VI. © The ordinary Tribunals cannot receive 


& any civil action without its being proved to them 
c that the partics have appeared, or that the Plain- 
ce tiff has cited the adverſe party before the Me- 
« diators to obtain a conciliation,” 


VII. There ſhall be one or more Judges of 
Peace in the Cantons and in the Cities. The num- 
ber ſhall be determined by the Legiſlative Power, 


VIII. It belongs to the Legiſlative Power to re- 
gulate the number and juriſdiction of tribunals, 
and the number af Judges, of which each tribunal 
ſhall be compoſed, 


IX. In criminal matters, no Citizen can be judg- 
ed, except on an accuſation received by Jurors, or 
decreed by the Legiſlative Body in the caſes in 
which it belongs to it to proſecute the accuſation : 

After the accuſation ſhall be admitted, the fact 
ſhall be examined, and declared by the Jurors: 

The perſon accuſed ſhall have the privilege of 
challenging twenty, * without aſſigning any rea- 


ſon. 
The Jurors who declare the fact ſhall not be 


fewer than twelve: 
The application of the Law ſhall be made by the 
Judges : 
The 
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The Proceſs ſhall be public, “ and the perſon 

& accuſed cannot be denied the aid of counſel,” 
No man acquitted by a legal Jury can be appre- 

hended or accuſed on account of the ſame fact. 


X. No man can be apprehended, but to be 
* conducted before the Officer of Police, and no 
* man can be arreſted or detained, but by virtue 
& of an order of the Officers of Police, a warrant 
* of arreſt from a Tribunal, a decree of accuſation 


<« by the Legiſlative Body, in caſes in which it be- 


© longs to it to pronounce, or of a ſentence of im- 


te priſonment or correctional detention.“ 
XI.“ Every perſon arreſted, and taken before 
te the Officer of Police, ſhall be immediately exa- 
e mined, or at fartheſt within twenty-four hours. 
If it appear from the examination that there is 
no ground of accuſation againſt him, he ſhall im- 
% mediately be liberated ; or if there is ground for 
« ſending him to the Houſe of Arreſt, he ſhall be 
s ſent to it with the leaſt poſſible delay, which can 
&© in no caſe exceed three days.” 


XII. No perſon arreſted, can he detained if he 
te give ſufficient bail, in all thoſe inſtances in which 
© the law allows to remain free under bail.“ 


XIII.“ No perſon, in cafes where confinement 


is authorized by law, can be conveyed or detain- 
I «ed, 
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ce ed, except in ſuch places as are legally and pub- 
« licly appointed Houſes of Arreſt, of Juſtice, or 


<< Impriſonment.” 


XIV. © No Keeper or Gaoler can receive or de- 
« tain any perſon, but by virtue of the Warrants, 
& Orders of Arreſt, or Sentences, enumerated in 
& the tenth Article, and except they ſhall have 
te been tranſcribed upon his regiſter.” 


XV. Every Keeper or Gaoler is bound, with- 
out a Special Order to the contrary, to produce 
e the priſoner to the Civil Officers entruſted with 
& the care of the Police of the Houſe of Confine- 
& ment as often as he ſhall make the demand, 

e The ſight of the priſoner cannot be denied to 
&« his relations, friends, and neighbours, bearing an 
e order of the Civil Officer, which he ſhall always 
ce be bound to grant, except the Keeper or Gaoler 
produce an order of the Judge, tranſcribed up- 
© on his regiſter, for keeping his priſoner ſecret.“ 


XVI. « Every perſon, whatever be his place or 
employment, except thoſe to whom the law gives 
© the power of arreſt, who ſhall give, ſign, exe- 
e cute, or cauſe to be executed, an order for arreſt- 
ing a Citizen; or whoever, even in caſes of ar- 
* reſt authoriſed by law, ſhall conduct, receive, or 
e detain a Citizen in a place of confinement not 
publicly and legally appointed; and every Keep- 

cc er 


pa AR. 8 


( $9 7] 
ger or Gaoler, who ſhall tranſgreſs the regulations 


of Articles XIV. and XV. above, ſhall be guilty 
tc of the crime of arbitrary impriſonment.” 


XVII.“ No perſon can be enquired after, or 
« proſecuted, on account of writings which he 
„ ſhall have printed or publiſhed, if he has not 
e inculcated diſobedience to the Law, contempt of 
* the Conſtitutional Powers, and reſiſtance to their 
&« acts, or ſome of thoſe actions declared crimes or 
offences by law. 

* Cenſure on the acts of the conſtituted Powers 
« 1s permitted: but voluntary ſlanders againſt the 
te probity of public officers, and the rectitude 
&« of their intentions in the exerciſe of their offices, 
may be proſecuted by thoſe againſt whom they 
axe directed. : 

„ Slanders, or injurious reports againſt any per- 
e fon whatſoever, relative to the actions of their 
« private life, ſhall be puniſhed upon their proſe- 
„ cution.” 


XVIII. No perſon can be tried either by a 
civil or criminal action on account of any writ- 
* ings printed or publiſhed, except it ſhall have 
been examined and declared by a Jury, iſt, 
© Whether there is any thing criminal in the write 
ing complained of? 2dly, Whether the perſon 
&* proſecuted has been guilty of it?“ 


F i XIX. For 
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XIX, For the whole kingdom there ſhall be one 
Tribunal of Appeal, eſtabliſhed near the Legiſlative 
Body. Its functions ſhall be to pronounce 

On Appeals from the judgment of the tribunals z 

On Appeals from the judgment of one tribunal 


to another, on lawful cauſe of ſuſpicion ; 
On the regulations of Judges, and exceptions to 


a whole tribunal. 


XX, The Tribunal of Appeal can never enter 
into an original examination of a caſe ; but after an- 
nulling a judgment in a Proceſs, in which the forms 
have been violated. or which ſhall contain an ex- 
preſs contravention of law, it ſhall refer the merits 
of the caſe to thetribunal that ought to take cogni- 
zance of them, 


XXI. When after two Appeals, the judgment 
of the third Tribunal ſhall be queſtioned in the 
ſame way as that of the former two, the caſe ſhall 
not be carried again to the Tribunal of Appeal, 
without being firſt ſubmitted to the Legiſlative 
Body, which ſhall paſs a Decree declaratory of the 
law, to which the Tribunal of Appeal ſhall be 
bound to conſorm. 


XXII. The. Tribunal of Appeal ſhall be bound 
to ſend every year to the Bar of the Legiſlative 
Body, a Deputation of eight of its Members, to pre- 
ſent a ſtatement of the judgments given, with an 
ahſtract of the caſe annexcd to each, and the text 


of 
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of the law, which was the ground of the de- 


! 


ciſion. 


XXIII. A High National Court, compoſed of 
Members of the Tribunal of Appeal and High 
Jurors, ſhall take cognizance of the crimes of Mi- 
niſters, and the principal Agents of the Executive 
Power; and of crimes which attack the general 
ſafety of the ſtate, when the Legiſlative Body ſhall 
paſs a Decree of Accuſation: 

It ſhall not aſſemble but on the Proclamation of 
the Legiſlative Body; © and ,at the diſtance of 
* 30,000 toiſes at leaſt, from the place of meeting 
of the Legiſlative Body.” 


XXIV. The orders iſſued for executing the Judg- 
ments of the Tribunals, ſhall be conceived in theſe 
terms: i 

N. (the name of the King), by the Grace of Cod, 
and by the Conſtitutional Law of the State, King of the 
French, to all preſent and and to come, Greeting : the 
Tribunal of has paſſed the following judgment: 

[ Here ſhall follow a Copy of the judgment, in 
which ſhall be mentioned the names of the Judges. ] 

We charge and enjoin all officers upon the preſent de- 
mand, to put the ſame Judgment into execution, our Com- 
miſſioners of the Tribunals to enforce the ſame, and all 
the Commanders and Officers of the Public Force to be 
affiſting with their force, when it ſhall be legally requir- 
ed: In witneſs of which the preſent Judgment has been 
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ſealed and ſigned ly the Preſident of the Tribunal, and 
by the Regiſter. 


XXV. The functions of the King's Commiſſio- 
ners in the Tribunals, ſhall be to require the obſerv- 
ance of the laws in the judgments to be given, and 
to cauſe them to be executed after they are paſſed : 

They ſhall not be public accuſcrs ; but they ſhall 
be heared on all accuſations, and ſhall require, dur- 
ing proceſs, regularity of forms, and before judg- 
ment, the application of the law, 


XXVI. The King's Commiſſioners in the Tri- 
bunals ſhall repreſent to the Director of the Jury, 
either officially or according to orders given them 
by the King, 

Offences againſt the individual Liberty of Citi- 
Zens, againſt the free circulation of Proviſions, 
„ and other articles of commerce,“ and the col- 
lection of Contributions; 

Offences by which the execution of Orders given 
by the King, in the exerciſe of the functions dele- 
cated to him, ſhall be diſturbed or impeded; 

Offences againſt the rights of perſons, and op- 
poſition to the execution of judgments, and all . 
executive acts proceeding from the conſtituted 


powers. 


XXVII. The Miniſter of Juſtice ſhall repreſent 
to the Tribunal of Appeal, by means of the 


King's Commiſſioner, “* and without prejudice to 
e the 
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ce the rights of the parties intereſted,” the acts by 
which the Judges ſhall have exceeded the limits 
of their power, 

The Tribunal ſhall annul theſe acts, and if they 
give ground for forfeiture, the fact ſhall be repre- 
ſented to the Legiſlative Body, which ſhall paſs 
the Decree of Accuſation, and refer the parties in- 
formed againſt to the High National Court. 


PART 


OF THE PUBLIC FORCE, 
if 


I. The Public Force is inſtituted to defend the 
State againſt external enemies; and to maintain 
internal order and the execution of the laws. 


II. It is compoſed, 

Of the Land and Sea force; 

Of the troop ſpecially deſtined for home ſervice; 

And, ſubſidiarly, of the Active Citizens and their 
children of age to bear arms, regiſtered in the roll 
of National Guards, 


III. The National Guards do not form a mili- 
tary body, or an inſtitution in the State; they are 
the Citizens themſelves called to aſſiſt the public 
force. 


IV. The Citizens can never embody themſelves, 
or 
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or act as National Guards, but by virtue of a re- 
quiſition, or a legal authority. 


V. They are ſubject in this quality to an orga- 
nization, determined by the law.: 

They ſhall be diſtinguiſhed in the whole king- 
dom by only one form of diſcipline, and one uni- 


form : | 
Diſtinctions of rank and ſubordination ſubſiſt 


only relatively to the ſervice, and during its conti- 
nuance, 


VI. Officers are choſen for a time, and cannot 
again be cholen, till after a certain interval of ſer- 
vice as privates. 

None ſhall command the National Guard of 
more than one Diſtrict. 


VII. All the parts of the public force employed 
for the ſafety of the State from foreign enemies, 
are under the command of the King. 


VIII. No body or detachment of troops of the 
Line can aft in the internal part of the kingdom 
without a legal order, 


IX. No Agent of the Public Force can enter 
the houſe of a Citizen, if it is not in order to exe- 
cute the inſtructions of Police and of Juſtice, or in 
caſes formally provided for by the Law. 

X.: The 
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X. The requiſition of the Public Force in the 
internal part of the Kingdom belongs to the Civil 
Officers, according to the regulations provided by 
the Legiſlative Power. 


XI. When any Department is in a ſtate of 
commotion, the King ſhall iſſue, ſubject to the re- 
ſponſibility of Miniſters, the neceſſary orders for 
the execution of the laws, and the re- eſtabliſhment 
of order; but with the reſerve of informing the 
Legiſlative Body, if it is aſſembled, and of con- 
voking it if it be not ſetting. 


XII. The Public Force is eſſentially obedient; 
no armed body can deliberate. 


XIII. © The Land and Sea Force, and the 
Troops deſtined for the internal ſecurity, are 
ve ſubject to particular laws, both with reſpect to 
* the maintenance of, Diſcipline, and the form of 
& Trial, as well as the nature of Puniſhment in 
“ caſe of Military offences.“ 


PART 


OF PUBLIC CONTRIBUTIONS, 


IJ. Public Contributions ſhall be debated and 
fixed every year by the Legiſlative Body, and can- 


not continue in force longer than the laſt day of 
K the 
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the following ſeſſion, if they are not expreſsly re- 
newed. 


II. The Funds neceſſary to the diſcharge of 
the National Debt, and the payment of the Civil 
Liſt, can under no pretext be refuſed or ſuſ- 
pended. 

« The allowances to the Miniſters of the Ca- 
e tholic Religion penſioned, retained, elected or 
© nominated, in virtue of the Decrees of the Con- 
“ ſtituting National Aſſembly, forms part of the 
National Debt. 

© The Legiſlative Body can in no caſe charge 
&* the Nation with the payment of the debts of 


de an individual.“ 


III.“ Detailed accounts of the Expence of the 
«© Miniſterial Departments, ſigned and certified by 
{© the Miniſters or Comptrollers General, ſhall be 
printed and publiſhed at the commencement of 
ce the ſeſſions of each Legiſlature. 

« The ſame ſhall be done with the Statements 
© of the Receipt of the different Taxes, and all the 
«© Public Revenues, 

The Statements of the Expenditure and Re- 
* ceipts ſhall. be diſtinguiſhed according to their 
„ nature, and ſhall expreſs the ſums received and 
„ expended year by year in each diſtrict, 

The particular Expences for each Department, 
% and thoſe that relate to the Tribunals, the Ad- 

miniſtrative 
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% miniſtrative Bodies, and other Eſtabliſhments, 
<< ſhall alſo be publiſhed,” 


IV. The Adminiſtrators of Department, and 
Sub-adminiſtrators, can neither eſtabliſh any Public 
Contribution, or make any diſtribution beyond the 
time and the ſums fixed by the Legiſlative Body, 
nor deliberate, or permit, without being authorized 
by it, any local loan to be charged to the Citizens 
of the Department, 


V. The Executive Power directs and ſuperin- 
tends the collection and paying in of Contributions, 
and gives the neceſſary orders to this effect. 


A 


OF THE CONNECTION OF THE FRENCH NATION 
WITH FOREIGN NATIONS, 


The French nation renounces the undertaking of 
any war with a view of making conqueſts, and will 
never employ its forces againſt the liberty of any 


people. 
The Conſtitution no longer admits the Droit 


D' Aubaine. 


Foreigners, whether ſettled in France or not, in- 


herit the property of their relations, whether Fo- 


reigners or Frenchmen. They can contract, ac- 
quire, and receive property ſituated in France, and 
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diſpoſe of it, as well as any Frenck Citizen, in every 
mode authoriſed by the laws. 

Foreigners in France are ſubject to the ſame eri- 
minal laws and regulations of Police as French Citi- 
Zens, „with a reſerve for Conventions made with 
“foreign Powers.“ Their perſons, effects, induſtry, 
and religion, are equally protected by the law. 


” AT 


OF THE REVISION OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
DECREES, 


* 


I. The Conſtituting National Aſſembly de- 
c clares, that the Nation has the impreſcriptible 
&« right of changing its Conſtitution; and never- 
e theleſs, conſidering, that it is more conformable 
© to the National Intereſt to employ only by means 
„ provided in the Conſtitution itſelf, the right of 
<* reforming thoſe Articles of it, of which experi- 
© ence ſhall have ſhewn the inconveniences, de- 
© crees, that the proceeding by an Aſſembly of 
* Reviſion, ſhall be regulated in the form fol- 


* lowing: 


I, © When three ſucceſſive Legiſlatures ſhall 
* have expreſſed an uniform wiſh for the change 
* of any Conſtitutional Article, the Reviſion de- 


* manded ſhall take place,” 
II, The 
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III.“ The next Legiſlature, and the following, 
% cannot propoſe the reform of any Conſtitutional 
Article.“ 


IV. «Of the three Legiſlatures, who may af- 
© terwards propoſe any changes, the two firſt 
&* ſhall only occupy themſelves on this object, 
the two laſt months of their laſt ſeſſion; and the 
te third, at the end of its firſt annual ſeſſion, or at 
the commencement of the ſecond. 

«© Their deliberations on this ſubject ſhall be 
conducted with the ſame forms as their Legiſla- 
„tive Acts; but the Decrees by which they ſhall 
« expreſs their wiſh, ſhall not require the King's 
&* ſanction,” 


V. “ The fourth Legiſlature, augmented with 
* two hundred forty-nine Members, choſen in each 
Department, by doubling the ordinary number 
* which it furniſhes in proportion to its popula- 
* tion, ſhall form the Aſſembly of Reviſion. 

* Theſe two hundred forty-nine Members ſhall 
ebe choſen after the nomination of the Repre- 
C ſentatives to the Legiſlative Body ſhall be ter- 
„ minated, and ſeparate minutes ſhall be made 
«© of it. 

* The Aſſembly of Reviſion ſhall be compoſed 
„only of one chamber.“ 


VI.“ The 
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VI. “ The Members of the Third Legiſlature, 
* which ſhall have demanded the change, cannot 
e be choſen to the Aſſembly of Reviſion,” 


VII.“ The Members of the Aſſembly of Re- 
« viſion, after having all pronounced in a body, 
the Oath—* To LIVE FREE OR DIE' — Hall take 
e individually an Oath to confine themſelves to determine 
&* on the objetts which ſhall have been ſubmitted to 
&« them by the uniform wiſh of three preceding Legi/la- 
&« tures; to maintain, beſides, with all their power, 
© the Conſtitution of the Kingdom, decreed by the Con- 
e ftituting National Aſſembly, during the years 1789, 
&* 1790, and 1791, and to be in all reſpets faithful 
* 4% the Nation, the Law, and the King.” 


VIII © The Aſſembly of Reviſion ſhall be bound 
e then, without delay to enter upon the objects 
« which ſhall have been ſubmitted to their confi- 
« qeration. As ſoon as their labour ſhall be finiſh- 
« ed the two hundred forty-nine Members named 
“jn addition ſhall retire, without being able, in 
t any caſe, to take part in the Legiſlative Acts.“ 
The French Colonies and Poſſeſſions in Aſia, 
Africa, and America, though they form part of 
« the French empire,” are not included in the 
preſent Conſtitution. 
None of the Powers inſtituted by the Conſtitu- 
tion have a right to change it in its form, or in 
Its 
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its parts; excepting the reforms which may be 
made by the mode of reviſion, conformable to the 
regulation of Part VII. 

The Conſtituting National Aſſembly commits 
the depoſit to the fidelity of the Legiſlative Body, 
of the King, and of the Judges; to the vigilance 
of Fathers of Families, to Wives, and to Mothers; 
to the attachment of young Citizens; to the courage 
of all Frenchmen. 

With reſpect to the Laws made by the National 
Aſſembly, which are not included in the Act of 
Conſtitution, and thoſe anterior Laws, which it 
has not altered, they ſhall be obſerved, ſo long as 
they ſhall not be revoked or modified by the Le- 
giſlative Power. 


(Signed) VERNIER, Prefident ; 
PovcEarD, CouppE, MAILLY- 
CHATEAURENAUD, CHAILLON, 
AuBRY (Biſhop of the Depart- 
ment of the Meuſe), DARcRHRE, 
Secretaries. 


SEPTEMBER 


BD 
SEPTEMBER 3, 1791. 
& The National Aſſembly, having heard the above 
% Conſtitutional Act read over, and having ap- 
e proved of it, declare, that the Conſtitution is 
e terminated, and that they can make no change 
«it, 
« Deputation of ſixty Members ſhall be inſtantly 
e nominated, to offer the Conſtitutional Act to 
the King this very day.“ 


(Signed) VEeRNIER, Preſident; 


PoucGt arp, CouppE, MAILLY- 

CHATEAURENAUD, CHAILLON, 

AuBRy (Biſhop of the Depart- 

me ntof the Meuſe), DARcRHR, 
| Secretaries, 


* 


Printed ;th September, 
1791. 
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The Decree of September 3, for preſenting the 
Conſtitutional Act to the King was inſtantly exe- 
cuted. The Deputation was introduced to the 
King at the Thuilleries, in the preſence of his 
Miniſters, and M. Thouret preſented the Conſti- 
tutional Act to his Majeſty in the following words: 


«© SIRE, 

e The National Aſſembly has charged us to 
« preſent to your Majeſty, for your acceptance, 
« the Conſtitutional Act which conſecrates the im- 
“ preſcriptible rights of the French people, which 
* regenefates the Government, and aſcertains the 
c true dignity of the Throne.“ 


The King read his Anſwer from a Paper. 


„ GENTLEMEN, 

&« ] ſhall examine the Conſtitution, which the 
* National Aſſembly has charged you to preſent 
* to me. I ſhall make known to you my Reſo- 
© lution, with the ſhorteſt poſſible delay, which 
e the examination of an object ſo important will 
te permit, I am determined to remain in Paris. 
„ ſhall give to the Commandant General of 
te the National Guard of Paris, the orders which 
„J ſhall think neceſſary for the ſervice of my 
6“ Guard,” | 


On Tueſday Sept. 13th, the Miniſter of Juſtice 


delivered to the National Aſſembly the following 
L LETTER 
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LETTER FROM THE KING. 


GENTLEMEN, 


I HAVE attentively examined the Conſtitu- 
tional Act, which you have preſented for my ac- 
ceptance, I accept it, and I will cauſe it to be 
executed, At another time this declaration might 
have been ſufficient ; at preſent, I owe to the in- 
tereſts of the Nation, I owe to myſelf, to make 
known my motives. 


I have always, ſince the commencement of my 
reizn, deſired the reform of abuſes; and in all acts 
of Government, wiſhed to be regulated by the 
public opinion. Different cauſes, among the num- 
ber of which may be placed the ſituation of the 
Finances at my acceſſion to the throne, and the 
immenſe expences of an honourable war, long ſup- 
ported without increaſe of Impoſts, had eſtabliſhed 
a conſiderable diſproportion between the Revenues 
and the Expences of the State. 


Impreſſed with the extent of the evil, I not 
only fought the means of remedying it; I felt the 
neceſſity of preventing its return. I had formed 
the project of ſecuring the happineſs of the people 
upon a fixed bafis, and of ſubjecting, to invariable 
rules, even that authority of which I was the De- 
politory, I called on the Nation to execute it, 


In 
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In the courſe of the events of the Revolution, 
my intentions never varied. When, after having 
reformed the ancient inſtitutions, you began to 
ſubſtitute in their ſtead, the firſt eſſays of your 
work, I did not delay the expreſſion of my ſenti- 
ments till the whole Chnſtitution ſhould be known 
to me; I favoured the eſtabliſhment of its parts, 
even before I could judge of the whole; and if the 
diſorders which have attended almoſt all the pe- 
riods of the Revolution, have too frequently 
afflicted my heart, I hoped that the law would reſume 
force, in the hands of the new authorities, and that, 
in approaching the term of your labours, every day 
would reſtore to it that reſpe& without which, the 
people can neither enjoy liberty nor happineſs. I 
long perſevered in this hope, and my reſolution 
only changed at the moment when it abandoned 
me. Let every one recollect the moment at 
which I quitted Paris: the Conſtitution was al- 
moſt completed; and, nevertheleſs, the authority 
cf the Laws ſeemed to diminiſh every day ; opi- 
nion, far from concentering in any point, was di- 
vided into a number of parts. The molt violent 
counſels alone ſeemed to be received with any de- 
gree of favour; the licentiouſneſs of the Preſs was 
at its height; no power was reſpected. 


I could no longer perceive the expreſſion of 
the general will in the laws which I every where 
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ſaw without force and without effect. Then, I 
am bound to declare, if you had preſented to me 
the Conſtitution, I ſhould have been of opinion 
that the intereſt of the people (the conſtant and 
uniform rule of my conduct) did not permit me 
to accept it. I had only one ſentiment; I formed 
only one project; I wiſhed to get at a diſtance 
from all parties, and learn what was the real wiſh 
of the Nation, 


The motives by which I was then influenced, 
now no longer ſubſiſt : ſince that time the incon- 
veniences and the evils of which I complained 
have ſtruck you in the ſame light as me; you 
have teſtified an inclination to re-eſtabliſh order ; 
you have directed your attention to the want of 
diſcipline in the army; you have perceived the 
neceſſity of reſtraining the abuſes of the preſs. 
The reviſion of your labour has placed among 
the number of laws of regulation, ſeveral articles 
which had been preſented to me as Conſtitutional. 
You have eſtabliſhed legal forms, for the reviſion 
of thoſe which you have placed in the Conſtitution, 
In fine, the ſentiments of the people appear to me 
no longer doubtful : I have ſeen them at once diſ- 
played, both by their adherence to your work, 
and by their attachment to the ſupport of Monar- 
chical Government. 


Acer 


1 
Acer, THEN, THE CONSTITUTION; I EN- 
GAGE TO MAINTAIN IT AT HOME, TO DEFEND fr 
AGAINST ATTACKS FROM ABROAD, AND TO CAUSE 
IT TO BE EXECUTED BY ALL THE MEANS WHICH IT 
PUTS IN MY POWER, 


I declare that, informed of the adherence of 
the great Body of the People to the Conſtitution, 
I renounce the right of concurring, which I had 
claimed in this work, and being reiponſible only 
to the Nation, no other, whilſt I renounce it, can 
have a right to complain. 


I ſhould, however, deviate from truth, if I 
affirmed that I perceived in the means of execu- 
tion and adminiſtration, all the energy neceſſary 
to give motion and preſerve unity in all the parts 
of ſo vaſt an empire; but ſince opinions are 
divided upon theſe ſubjects, I conſent that the de- 
ciſion ſhould be left to the teſt of experience 


alone. While I ſhall have faithfully employed all 


the means which are entruſted to me, no reproach 
can be made to me; and the Nation, whoſe in- 
tereſt alone ought to be the ſupreme rule, will 


explain itſelf by thoſe means which the Conſtitu- 
tion has reſerved to it. 


But, Gentlemen, for the ſecurity of liberty, 
for the ſtability of the Conſtitution, for the in- 
dividual happineſs of all Frenchmen, there are 


intereſts 


| 
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intereſts in which an imperious duty preſcribes to 
us to combine all our efforts: theſe intereſts are 
M reſpect for the laws, the re- eſtabliſnment of order, 
THF and the re-unicn of all the citizens. Now that 
N the Conſtitution is definitively ſettled, Frenchmen 


. 
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TROTTER I'vins under the ſame laws ouzht to know no 
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1 enemies but thoſe who infringe them: Diſcord 
| | | F 

if | and Anarchy—theſe are our common enemies. 


140% I will oppoſe them with all my power; it is neceſ- 
1 9 0 ſary that you and your ſucceſſors ſecond me with 
| energy; that law, without. attempting to eitabliſh 
its dominion over the mind, may equally protect all 
thoſe who ſubmit their conduct to its deciſion ; that 
thoſe, whom ehe fears of perſecution and of trou- 
| ble have driven from their country, be aſſured of 
13k finding at their return ſafety and tranquillity ; and 
| in order to extinguiſh the animoſicies, to ſoften 
16 the evils, which a great Revolution always brings 
in its train; that law may, from this day, begin 
to receive a full execution, let us conſent to an 
oblivion of the paſt. Let thoſe accuſations and 
proſecutions which originate ſolely from the events 
of the Revolution, be for ever extinguiſhed in a 
general reconciliation, I ſpeak not of thoſe who 
have been ſolely influenced by their attachment to 
me: can you regard them as criminal? As to 
thole who by exceſſes, in which I can preceive 
perſonal injuries have brought upon themſelves 
the 
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the proſecution of the laws, I ſhall prove in my 
conduct to them, that I am the King of all the 
French. 


(Signed) LOUIS. 


P. S. I am of opinion, Gentlemen, that I 
ought to pronounce my ſolemn acceptance of the 
Conſtitution in the very place in which it was 
formed—of conſequence I ſhall come in perſon 
to-morrow at noon, to the National Aſſembly, 


The Aſſembly decreed a general amneſty with 
reſpect to the events of the Revolution by accla- 
mation, and alſo that a deputation of Sixty Mem- 
bers ſhould inſtantly preſent the Decree to the 
King. 

A Deputation was nominated, and being intro- 
duced to the King, M. Chapelier ſaid, 


* SIRE, 


« The National Aſſembly has heard the meſ- 
&« ſage which your Majeſty addreſſed to them; and 
« frequently interrupted the reading of it by re- 
e peated plaudits, alone capable of expreſſing the 
« ſentiments with which the French people have 
t ſo long been animated for their Kings; the Aſ- 
„ ſembly, participating in your Majeſty's deſire 
* to extinguiſh all animoſities, to terminate all 
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&« difſentions, and wiſhing to mark this grand 
« period by every circumſtance which can add to 
its ſolemnity, has eagerly pronounced a Decree 
„ which removes all the traces of a Revolution 
t henceforth complete, They charged us to pre- 
« ſent to your Majeſty the following Decree.” 


M. Chapelier then preſented the Decree, 


The King anſwered, 


© GENTLEMEN, 


* ſhall always make it my pleaſure and my 
& duty, to follow the will of the Nation when it 
« ſhall be known to me. I am ſenſible of the 
e eagerneſs which the Aſſembly has ſhown to 
% comply with the defire which I had exprefled 
<« to do an act of benevolence. This day will be 
& memorable in hiſtory: I wiſh that it may put 
« an end to diſcord, that it may unite all parties, 
c and that we may only be one, 


J underſtand that the National Aſſembly has 
ce this morning paſſed a Decree, reſtrifting to my 
&« ſon and myſelt the honour of excluſively wearing 
* the blue ribbon.— As this privilege had in my 
« eyes no other value than that of being able to 


“ communicate it, I am determined to lay aſide 
cc 
the 
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« the blue ribbon, and entreat you to inform the 
« Aſſembly of my reſolution.” 


The Queen, with the Prince Royal in one hand, 
and Madam Royal in the other, appeared at the 
door of the Council where the Deputation was in- 
troduced, and the King, turning to them, ſaid, 
& Here are the Queen and my family, who parti- 
« cipate my ſentiments,” The Queen, advancing 
to the Deputation, ſaid, I, and my children, 
% come to declare, that we participate all the ſen- 
<« timents of the King.“ 


On Wedneſday Sept. 14th, the King repaired to 
the National Aſſembly, and being conducted to a 
Chair of State prepared for him on the left hand of 


the Preſident, ſaid—— 


© GENTLEMEN, 


« I COME to conſecrate, in this place, ſolemnly, 
* the acceptance which I have given to the Con- 
« ſtirutional Act: in conſequence of which I ſwear 
& to be faithful to the Nation and the Law; and 
* to employ all the power that is delegated to me, 
4 to maintain the Conſtitution decreed by the Con- 
« ſtituting National Aſſembly, May this great 
and memorable epoch, be that of the re-eſtabliſh» 


* ment of peace, of union; and become the ſurety 
M « of 


1 82 


te of the happineſs of the people, and the proſperity 
* of the Empire!“ 


The Miniſter of Juſtice preſented the Con- 
ſtitutional Act to the King, and he ſigned it.— 
The Miniſters counterſigned it. 


The Preſident then addreſſed his Majeſty, in the 

following terms. 
4 0 58 

* ABUSES of long ſtanding, which had tri- 
umphed over the good intentions of the beſt of 
Kings, and had unceaſingly braved the authority of 
the Throze, oppreſſed France. Depoſitory of the 
wiſhes, of the rights, and of the power of the 
people, the National Aſſembly has eſtabliſhed, by 
the deſtruction of all abuſes, the ſolid baſis of pub- 
lic proſperity. Sire, what this Aſſembly has de- 
creed, the National concurrence has ratified. The 
moſt complete execution of its Decrees in all parts 
of the Empire, atteſts the general ſentiment. It 
deranges the weak plans of thoſe whom diſcontent 
has too long kept blind to their own intereſts, It 
promiſes to your Majeſty, that your wiſhes for the 
welfare of the French will no longer be vain. 

„ The National Aſſembly has nothing more to 
deſire on this ever-memorable day, in which you 
complete, in its boſom, by the moſt ſolemn engage- 


ment, the acceptation of ConsTITUTIONAL Rovy- 
| ALTY, 


1 


ALTY. It is the attachment of the French—it is 
their confidence, which confers upon you that pure 
and reſpectable title to the moſt deſirable Crown 
in the univerſe—and what ſecures it to you, Sire, 
is the unperiſhable authority of a Conſtitution freely 
decreed. It is the invincible force of a people who 
feel themſelves worthy of liberty—it is the ne- 
ceſſity which ſo great a nation will always have 
for an hereditary monarchy. 


« When Your Majeſty, waiting from experience 
the lights which are about to be ſpread by the 
practical reſult of the conſtitution, promiſes to 
maintain it at home, and to defend it from attack 
from abroad, the Nation, truſting both to the 
juſtice of its rights, to the conciouſneſs of its 
force and courage, and to the loyalty of your co- 
operation, can entertain no apprehenſion ot alarms 
from without, and is about to contribute, by its 
tranquil confidence, to the ſpeedy ſucceſs of its in- 
ternal government, 


* What ought to be great in your eyes, Sire, 
dear to our hearts, and what will appear with luſtre 
in our hiſtory, is, the epoch of this regeneration ; 
which gives to France, citizens—to the French, a 
country—to you, as King, a new title of grandeur 
and of glory—and to you again, as.a man, a new 

ſource 
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ſource of enjoyment, and new ſenſations of happi- 
neſs,” 


During the ceremony the Queen and the Prince 
Royal were preſent in a place provided for them. 


10%: The King then withdrew, and was attended back 
[| ab! to the Thuilleries by the whole Aſſembly with the 
| N Preſident at their head. 


On Sunday September, 18th. the completion 
of the Conſtitution, and the Kings Acceptance 
were proclaimed at Paris, 
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